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We, the SNAC cooperative, acknowledge that this presentation 

contains some outdated terminology. Though we are selecting records 

and searches to highlight Indigenous representation in SNAC, Library of 

Congress Subject Headings assigned in SNAC authority records may 

lack currency and/or balanced representation. SNAC is an active voice 

in the conversation to increase Indigenous representation in Library of 

Congress vocabularies and datasets ongoing.

This presentation also mentions Native American Boarding Schools, 

specifically in the context of archival records locations in the United 

States. 



#IndigenizeSNAC
IndigenizeSNAC aims to improve search and access of archival records for Indigenous communities through 

the web platform Social Networks for Archival Contexts (SNAC). Through qualitative and Indigenous 
methodologies, we are exploring the potential for Indigenizing aggregation and linked data tools to better 

connect Indigenous researchers to community records.

https://portal.snaccooperative.org/about


Objectives for this Module:
● IndigienizeSNAC Project

● Define SNAC

● Learn what SNAC does

● Find SNAC online

● Learn components of a SNAC record

● Search in SNAC

● Explore SNAC via CPF relations

● Recap with Q and A



Social Networks and Archival Context

Overview

SNAC empowers communities to describe themselves.

- Daniel Pitti, SNAC Creator and Director Emeritus



What is SNAC?

Social Networks and 

Archival Context is a 

free, online resource that 

helps users discover 

biographical and 

historical information 

about corporate bodies 

(organizations), 

persons and families 

that created or are 

documented in historical 

resources (primary 

source documents), and 

their connections to one 

another in primary 

source documents.



What is (behind) SNAC?

A schema knowns as EAC-

CPF (Encoded Archival 

Context for Corporate 

body, Person and Family 

names) that created or are 

documented in historical 

resources (primary source 

documents), and their 

connections to one another 

in primary source 

documents.



What does SNAC do?

SNAC provides a way for 

researchers to locate and 

understand the physical 

proximity of cultural heritage 

materials around the globe.



SNAC also reveals the social network connections between entities (corporate bodies, 

persons, families), which makes SNAC stand out in comparison to other systems.



SNAC also ...

● foregrounds and 

emphasizes the social 

dimensions of cultural 

heritage materials in 

context with creators 

and subjects

● provides integrated 

access to the widest 

range of cultural 

heritage materials …

● And aids discovery of 

these materials in 

archives, libraries, 

museums, galleries, and 

more, worldwide



Accessing SNAC:

● Navigate to 
SNACcooperative.org

Try a search:

● Type a keyword or 
combination of keywords for a 
name, like Jim Thorpe

● You have the option to filter
by Person, Corporate Body 
(Organization), or Family, or 
you can run your search for 
All Types of name entities.

● Click Search.

https://snaccooperative.org/


Anatomy of a SNAC Record:

The tabs:

● Biography (the display default)

● Resources (archival materials)

● Relationships (other entities in SNAC)

● Places (geo places in context)

● Subjects (topical descriptors)

● Occupations

● Activities (specific to oragnizations)



Preferred name Variant name(s)

Biography/
History

Related resources

Relationships

Subjects
Occupations

Activities (corporate bodies)

An image via WikiCommons



Searching SNAC



Basic Searching: Entity Type Filter and Keyword

This example gives us a preview of 

SNAC’s contextual relationship linking:

Jim Thorpe <parentOf> Grace Thorpe



Now it’s your turn to give it a try! Here are a few suggestions …



SNAC’s Browse Search



Filtering by Entity Type ...



Filtering by Entity Type: Corporate body (organization)



Filter by corporate body / boarding schools



SNAC Advanced Searching

Use the Biography/history

notes keyword toggles for 

increased precision. Advanced 

search commands are also an 

option here:

* for wildcard searching

+ for AND searches

| for Or searches

“ “ for exact phrase searches

( ) for preferred clause searches



SNAC Advanced Search

These Advanced search 

commands also interact with 

SNAC’s “Advanced Search” 

toggle.

* for wildcard searching

+ for AND searches

| for Or searches

“ “ for exact phrase searches

( ) for preferred clause searches



Searching in depth: Wildcard and faceted searching: Subjects

1. On the top menu, click Search

2. Set filter to Person

3. Enter an asterisk in the search bar for a 

Wildcard search

4. Turn on the Advanced Search toggle

5. Turn on the Faceted Search toggle

6. In Subjects, add Seneca art

7. In Occupations, add Sculptors



Searching by Demographic terms: Activities for Corporate bodies



Now it’s your turn to search for Occupations, Subjects, Activities

Here are some ideas for searching on your own:

Subjects: Art, Biology, Chemistry, Documentary photography, Flute music, Football, Baseball, 

Crow Indians, Lawyers, Indian activists, Mohawk Indians, Teton Indians, Veterans

Occupations: Activists, Athletes, Biologists, Comedians, Flutists, Poets, Politicians, Publishers, 

Sculptors, Wood-carvers, Writers

Activities: Assisting veterans, Constructing roads, Constructing railroads, Funding arts, Labor, 

Transportation



Exploring SNAC via

Relations and Resources



Searching and Filtering: Relations to Archival Resources

Resource:

Any number/type of cultural heritage materials 
gathered as a collection in a library, archive, 
museum or like institution.

Resource Relation / Role:

A specific contextual relationship described 

between a resource and an entity:

creatorOf

contributorOf

referencedIn

editorOf



Discovering Social Relations and Social Networks

Common relationship types:

associatedWith

acquaintanceOf

correspondedWith

More specific relationship types:

founderOf

foundedBy

memberOf

hasMember

parentOf

siblingOf



Exploring your research outside of SNAC
Related Descriptions:

Wikidata

Library of Congress Name Authority File

Virtual International Authority File

Search Elsewhere:

ArchivesGrid

Digital Public Library of America



We know how to:

● Locate and access SNAC online

● Discover entity descriptions

● Locate resources in holding repositories

We also understand:

● Contextual links to archival collections

● Contextual links between entities

Recapping this session:



Questions and Answers / Learn More

● Become a SNAC member

● SNAC information and training events

● Join the SNAC Indigenous Description Group:
○ IndigenizeSNAC@umd.edu

https://portal.snaccooperative.org/node/483
https://portal.snaccooperative.org/node/483
https://snac.ischool.umd.edu/team-updates/team-update-indigenous-snac-series-announced/
https://snac.ischool.umd.edu/team-updates/team-update-indigenous-snac-series-announced/
mailto:IndigenizeSNAC@umd.edu
mailto:IndigenizeSNAC@umd.edu
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