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Linked Infrastructure for Networked Cultural Scholarship

LINCS will create the conditions to think differently, with machines, about culture in Canada. Human
brains work through a vast web of interconnections, but the web that researchers increasingly use to
understand culture and history has few meaningful links. LINCS will convert and interlink Canadian

research datasets on cultural identities and cultural heritage, making them accessible as Linked

Open Data for the benefit of scholars and the public.
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Digital LINCS serves Canadian

researchers by interweaving data
from fields including history,
communication, music,
performance, and literary studies
to transform how we engage
with culture online.

LINCS will enable deep
contextualization and new ways
of understanding, empowering
researchers and the public with

the means to engage more
effectively with a vast array of
digital cultural content.

LINCS collaborates with stewards
of cultural data collections and
development partners
committed to exploring the
potential of Linked Open Data to
contribute to a better open
knowledge ecology.

3

LINCS benefits from and
contributes to Canada’s national
network of expertise in research
software development, research

computing infrastructure, and
research data management.

Her Story: Won
Guelph and Wi

L.M. Montgol

The Orlal

Linked Open Data for Canadian Cultural Research

Human brains work through a vast web of interconnections, but the web that researchers
increasingly use to understand human culture and history has few meaningful links. Linked
Infrastructure for Networked Cultural Scholarship will create the conditions to think differently, with
machines, about human culture in Canada.

WHAT

The LINCS infrastructure project will convert
large datasets into an organized,
interconnected, machine-processable set of
resources for Canadian cultural research.

WHY

LINCS aims to provide context for the cultural
material that currently floats around online,
interlink it, ground it in its sources, and help to
make the World Wide Web a trusted resource
for scholarly knowledge production.

WHO

With a team of technical and domain experts,
LINCS will allow Canadian scholars and partner
institutions to play a significant role in the

developing the Semantic Web. 5




category work

knowledge representation
classification

knowledge organization
epistemology

ontology

“historically and epistemically we
are moving from the
classificatory and naming
functions of documentary
structures to the assignment of
personal and documentary
identity as a function and
product of sociotechnical
systems”

Ronald E. Day, Indexing It All, p. 35




. . .the specificity, materiality,
and variety of sexual practices

. .. can be done better justice in
a context where the
impoverished abstractions that
claim to define sexuality can be
treated as not authoritative.

Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, The
Epistemology of the Closet, p. xvi




. . .the specificity, materiality,
and variety of sexual practices

. .. can be done better justice in
a context where the
impoverished abstractions that
claim to define sexuality can be
treated as not authoritative.

Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, The
Epistemology of the Closet, p. xvi

Each standard and each
category valorizes some point of
view and silences another. This
IS not inherently a bad
thing—indeed it is inescapable.
But it /s an ethical choice, and
as such it is dangerous—not
bad, but dangerous.

Geoffrey Bowker and Susan Leigh Star,
Sorting Things Out, pp. 5-6




making women count

most of the data and data models we've
inherited deal with structures of power, like
gender and race, with a crudeness that
would never pass muster in a peer-reviewed
humanities publication

Miriam Posner, “What'’s next: the radical, unrealized
potential of digital humanities”




Orlando: identity as “cultural formation”

0 situatingidentity categories within prose
narrative;

0 devising XML tags to indicate the discursive
contexts such as religion, language, ethnicity,
social class, sexuality, race or color within which
identity descriptors occur;

0 leaving the text within the tag unconstrained by a
fixed vocabulary




“cultural formation” for sex/gender

Except ... gender was not represented accordingly

0 encoded “sex” at root element of profile
documents, combine with nationality (British
Woman Writer, Male Writer)

0 Later broken out to own category “sex” and binary
values expanded values to include male, female,
transgendered

0 Recently fixed confusion of sex and gender
0 Drawing on CWRC ontology for terminology:
Man, woman, transman, transwoman




Orlando tags for gender as “cultural formation”

Moved into Cultural formation tags

0 discursive context

0 multiple tagging

0 nuancing attributes GENDERIDENTITY, CURRENT, ALTERNATIVE,
SELFIDENTITIED [PRESUMED would be good addition]

Fixed confusion of sex (m/f) [] gender

[0 Gender values:

0 NONBINARY for C21 writers who
o WOMAN identify as such

MAN 0 NONCONFORMING for writers who trouble
gender across historical periods, e.g. “cros
TRANS dresser” or “female husband”

UNKNOWN (e.g. writers using pseudonyms)




The ethics of interface

e Controversy over whether transwomen count as
women

e Values appear as facets when they are available in
the data
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Refine
The ethics of interface

morris

e Multiple metadata tags mean that Morris appears in Result type
facets for both “Woman” and “Trans”

(_JAuthor Event (11)
(JAuthor (86)

Author Gender
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() Author (86) +111  especially for an account of the conquest of Mount Everest. Identifying as a woman by 1972, G e n re
Morris was already making a name as a travel writer, celebrating particularly the life of cities,

a commentator delineating the political cross-currents of the Middle East, and a historian,

especially of the British Empire. During the later phases of her career she consolidated her

reputation for travel writing and also made her mark as a memoirist and experimented with

Author Gender A

@ Woman (86)

(JTrans (1) :
iction. P . d
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Genre v
AB's mother, Emily (Morris) Wood, came of an Irish family. She died on 7 May 1874. 3
Period v +5
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CWRC ontology for cultural formation

[0 Retain emphasis on context

0 Understand identities as historically contingent;
substantial discussion in preamble and in
definitions

0 Refusetoreifylegacy terms if they don't match the
ethical imperatives of the project
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understood to be binary, the concept of gender stresses the relationality, constructedness, and performativity of gendered identities
and gendered behaviour, whose categories are historically contingent and shifting, and the boundaries between them blurry. Simone

sometimes plural, and it is related to, though not commensurate with, sexual identity and orientation, just as it is related to but not
defined by specific forms of embodiment. Rather than seeing biological sex as a pre-social or natural given, the body is understood

the body." This ontology therefore does not provide separate terms for sex as distinct from gender. Instead, it privileges terms
associated with gender, recognizing that they are conventionally but not necessarily associated with sex, and that there is constant
slippage between gender and sex in the way that these categories circulate through discourses, actions, and institutions. Far from
indicating a universal facet of experience, gender intersects with other identity categories and axes of oppression such as class, race
or colour, or geographical heritage to produced quite different interests and experiences among people of the same gender, as with
the intersection of religion and white masculine identity in the Muscular Christianity movement in nineteenth-century Britain. Being a
woman of colour often compounds the impacts of gender oppression. Such interaction between different forms of oppression is

URL: http://spargl.cwrc.ca/ontologies/cwrc#Gender

Tag: cwrc:Gender

rdf:type: owl:Class, skos:ConceptScheme

rdfs:subClassOf: cwrc:CulturalForm

Within Range: cwrc:gender,  cwrc:genderReported,  cwrc:genderSelfReported,  cwrc:hasGender,

Within Domain: cwrc:genderOf, cwrc:genderReportedOf, cwrc:genderSelfReportedOf

Instances: Androgynous man
GenderQueer transGender
blackWomanRaceColour transMan
cisGender transWoman
cisMan undefinedGender
cisWoman woman

gender context

intersecting Cultural Forms. Annotations typed as Gender Context provide information about and discussions of a person's

https://sparqgl.cwrc.ca/




man
cwrc:man

represents
cwrc:represents

a

transman/
transmale
cwrc:transman

rdf:type
Gender 4 a
cwrc:Gender V\rdfityape

rdf:type

a ciswoman
rdf:ty e cwrc:ciswoman transwoman/
transfemale
a a cwrc:transwoman
rdf:type
P rdf:type

woman
cwrc:woman

represents
cwrc:represents

has gender
Cwrc:hasgender

rdf:type

a
rdf:type

woman

man
cwrc:manLabel

cwrc:textLabels

cwrc:womanLabel

Instance of a natural
person (cwrc:NaturalPerson)

CWRC ontology: gender

.’6 o
% :
%, % '| appearances:
a ° | SexIS05218-0
2 ® H eX
df:t SRS :
rdf:type /%¢%\:\
%, 2 appearances:
Sex1S05218-1
textual label

rdf:ty

appearances:
SexIS05218

appearances:
Sex|SO5218-2

pd

appearances:
SexISO5218-9

owl:
equivalent
Class

external ontologies
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cwrc:represents

Jewish
cwrc:jewishLabel

(gathers category labels including

Jew, Jewish, Judaism)

L cwrc:represents

—— cwrc:represents

cwrc:represents

viaf:26040131
(Gooch, Elizabeth Sarah Villa-Real)

<« owl:sameAs —

Elizabeth Sarah Gooch
1757-1807

aat:300073723 Charlotte Dacre
(Judaism) 1771-1 825
) ! . Sophia King
prov:wasDerivedFrom 1782-1805

cwrc:judaism

cwrc:jewishEthnicity

cwrc:jewishNationality

cwrc:jewishRaceColour

*predicates vary by context
of Jewish identities
(e.g. Elizabeth Sarah Gooch
hasEthnicity)

Jewish cultural forms

Grace Aguilar
1816-1847

Charlotte Montefiore
1818-1854

Amy Levy
1861-1889

Rose Allatini
1890-1980

Ruth Prawer Jhabvala
1927-2013

Eva Figes
1932-2012
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This argument is laid out more fully in:

Susan Brown. "Categorically Provisional."
PMLA/Publications of the Modern Language
Association of America 135.1 (2020): 165-174.

FEMINIST LITERARY HISTORY BALANCES COMMITMENT TO A DIFFERENT
FUTURE, ONE BETTER THAN THE PRESENT WITH RESPECT TO GENDER,

with an orientation toward the past, whose ways of knowing it seeks
to supersede even as it engages with them. The revision of our cul-
tural past through the lens of gender has, by drawing on past cat-
egorizations of authors as female, necessarily invoked problematic
paradigms in the service of critique and epistemological change. The
relation of the digital humanities (DH) to category work is similarly
fraught. I offer here my take on the power and peril of classification
based on category making in the pursuit of digital feminist literary
history through the Orlando Project, an ongoing experiment in us-
ing semantic markup for online scholarship.' Orlando is known for
its online textbase, published with Cambridge University Press, but
the team has produced a number of exploratory interfaces and trans-
lations of the material into other forms. Over the course of a quarter
century of grappling with “the digital as difference” (Wernimont and
Flanders 430) alongside other feminist projects, I have changed my
understanding of classification as my collaborators and I have tried
to represent the difference that gender analysis makes when under-
taken in a computational environment. I here argue that category
work, always vexed, always provisional, is crucial to realizing the po-
tential of DH for representing, analyzing, and fostering difference.
Other terms closely related to category work are relevant here,
including knowledge representation, classification, knowledge or-
ganization, epi logy, and logy. The array of such terms in
fields ranging from philosophy to library and information science
to computer science to sociology underscores the central role this
kind of work plays. Reflecting on categorization in DH highlights
a particular set of challenges for our times. We have moved, argues
Ronald E. Day, from older documentary systems of classification and
indexing to data-based ones that assign “personal and documentary
identity as a function and a product of sociotechnical systems” (35),
which is to say that social identities do not precede but are instead

theories and
methodologies

Categorically
Provisional

SUSAN BROWN
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