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Objectives for this Module:

● Define SNAC
● Learn what SNAC does
● Find SNAC online
● Learn components of a SNAC record
● Search in SNAC
● Explore SNAC via CPF relations
● Recap with Q and A



SNAC Overview



What is SNAC?
Social Networks and 
Archival Context is a 
free, online resource that 
helps users discover 
biographical and 
historical information 
about persons, families, 
and organizations that 
created or are 
documented in historical 
resources (primary 
source documents), and 
their connections to one 
another in primary 
source documents.



EAC-CPF <Encoded Archival Context - Corporate bodies, Persons, and Families

The relationship types between entities/agents and 
cultural heritage materials:
creatorOf
referenceIn
contributorOf
editorOf

“Entity to entity” relationship 
types include:

correspondedWith

spouseOf

founderOf

foundedBy

memberOf

hasMember

childOf

parentOf



What does SNAC do?

SNAC provides a way for 
researchers to locate and 
understand the physical 
proximity of cultural heritage 
materials around the globe.



SNAC also reveals the social network connections between entities (corporate bodies, 
persons, families), which makes SNAC stand out in comparison to other systems.



SNAC also ...

● foregrounds and 
emphasizes social 
dimensions of cultural 
heritage materials.

● provides integrated 
access to cultural 
heritage materials

● aids discovery of 
resources in archives, 
libraries, museums, 
galleries, and more ...



Accessing SNAC:
● Navigate to SNACcooperative.org

Try a search for yourself:
● Type a keyword or combination of 

keywords for a name, like Marie 
Curie

● You can set the filter to Person, 
Corporate Body, or Family, or you 
can run your search for All Types of 
name entities.

● Click Search.

https://snaccooperative.org/


The SNAC Record:



SNAC Record Components:
● Preferred name
● Variant name(s)
● Biography 

(persons/families)
● History (corporate body)
● Related resources
● Relationships
● Related places
● Subjects
● Occupations
● Activities (corporate body)

Let’s take a tour of Curie’s record

https://snaccooperative.org/view/85337900


Searching SNAC



Basic Searching by Entity Type Filter and Keyword



Now it’s your turn to give it a try! Here are a few suggestions …



SNAC’s Browse Search



Now it’s your turn to give it a try.
1. At the mosaic screen, click on 

Browse in the blue banner 
menu at the top

2. Set the Type filter as you 
wish: Person, Corporate 
Body, Family

3. Enter the search in the open 
search bar

4. Please note! Browse 
searching in SNAC is based 
on the alphabetical 
arrangement of entity 
headings, so person names 
will be “last name first” order

5. Click Search on the far right 
of the search bar to activated 
the search.



Filtering by Entity Type ...



SNAC Advanced Search
● Biography/history notes keywords
● Toggles for increased precision
● Advanced search commands:

○ * for wildcard searching

○ + for AND searches

○ | for Or searches

○ “ “ for exact phrase searches

○ ( ) for preferred clause searches



Searching in depth: Wildcard and faceted searching: Subjects

1. On the top menu, click Search
2. Set filter to Person
3. Enter an asterisk in the search bar for a 

wildcard search
4. Turn on the Advanced Search toggle
5. Turn on the Faceted Search toggle
6. In Subjects, add Abolition



Searching by Demographic terms: Occupations
1. On the top menu, click Search
2. Set filter to Person
3. Enter an asterisk in the search bar for a wildcard 

search
4. Turn on the Advanced Search toggle
5. Turn on the Faceted Search toggle
6. In Occupations, add Biologists



Searching by Demographic terms: Activities for Corporate bodies



Now it’s your turn to search for Occupations, Subjects, Activities
Here are some ideas for searching …

Occupations: Activists, Athletes, Biologists, Comedians, Poets, Politicians, Publishers, Wood 
carvers, Writers

Subjects: Art, Biology, Chemistry, Documentary photography, Veterans

Activities: Assisting veterans, Constructing roads, Constructing railroads, Funding arts, Labor, 
Transportation



Exploring SNAC via Relations and 
Resources



Searching and Filtering: Relations to Archival Resources
Resource: 

Any number/type of cultural heritage 
materials gathered as a collection in a 
library, archive, museum or like institution.

Resource Relation:

A specific contextual relationship described 
between a resource and an entity:

creatorOf

contributorOf

referencedIn

editorOf



Discovering Social Relations and Social Networks
Common relationship types:

associatedWith

acquaintanceOf

correspondedWith

More specific relationship types:

founderOf

foundedBy

memberOf

hasMember

parentOf

siblingOf



Exploring your research outside of SNAC

Related Descriptions:

Virtual International Authority File

Wikidata

Library of Congress Name Authority File

Search Elsewhere:

ArchivesGrid

Digital Public Library of America



Resources To determine if there 
are resources available 
online (or oral histories) 
scroll to the bottom of 
the resources page to 
find Bibliographic and 
Digital Archival 
Resources. These will 
include any materials 
that are fully available 
in digital format.



In the resources tab you can 
search for specific types of 
materials - like 
DigitalArchivalResource, 
OralHistoryResource.

Note: Originally, Bibliographic 
Resources (i.e., printed books) were 
ingested into SNAC but we no longer 
use this resource. There are some 
holdovers, but not many.



By selecting the green eye icon 
you can learn more about a 
resource, including points on a 
map and which CPF entities 
are linked to the resource.



We know how to:

● Find and access SNAC

● Discover entity descriptions

● Locating resources in holding repositories

We also understand: 

● Contextual links to archival collections

● Contextual links between entities

Recapping this session:



Questions and Answers / Learning more about SNAC via the Portal

● Become a member
● Join the cooperative listserv
● Becoming an editor by training in SNACSchool
● Cooperative administration and governance
● SNAC events: Annual meetings and Edit-a-thons

https://portal.snaccooperative.org/node/483
https://portal.snaccooperative.org/SNACSchool
https://portal.snaccooperative.org/node/481
https://portal.snaccooperative.org/node/550
https://portal.snaccooperative.org/node/545

