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Objectives for Module 2:

Define authority control, authority work, and authority file, and understand:

Why we as information specialists apply authority control
The elements of an archival authority record

Differences between archival and library authority records
Doing research to support archival authority records
Authority control of corporate body names

Authority control of person names

Authority control of family names
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Archival Context



Authority control is the process of
establishing the preferred form of a
heading, such as a proper name or
subject, for use in a catalog, and
ensuring that all records in the catalog
use such headings. The forms of
headings, both preferred and variant
forms, are defined by a standard.

Once established, the forms are
recorded in an authority file for future

reference to ensure consistency.
(SAA Dictionary, 2022)

Harriet Tubman’s SNAC record.

Social Networks &

Archival Context

Tubman, Harriet, 1822-1913 vt names
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Harriet Tubman (born Araminta Ross; b. ca. 1822-d. March 10, 1913) was an American
abolitionist, humanitarian, and an armed scout and spy for the United States Army during the
American Civil War. Born into slavery, Tubman escaped and subsefjuently made thirteen
missions to rescue approximately seventy enslaved families and ffiends, using the network of
antislavery activists and safe houses known as the Underground/Railroad. She later helped
abolitionist John Brown recruit men for his raid on Harpers Ferry, and in the post-war era was
an active participant in the struggle for women's suffrage. Borr a slave in Dorchester County,
Maryland, Tubman escaped to Philadelphia in 1849, then retued to Maryland to rescue her
family. Slowly, one group at a time, she brought relatives with her out of the state, and
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https://dictionary.archivists.org
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Authority work deals with the formulation and
recording of authorized heading forms in catalog
records ... names and other headings that are
access points to records are given one and only
one conventional form.

The purpose of control is to ensure consistency
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Ciccone, Madonna Louise Veronica, 1958-
Kikon, Madona Luis, 1958-
Madona, 1958-

Madonna (b. Madonna Louise Ciccone, August 16, 1gMadonah, 1958-
songwriter, actress, and businesswoman. A leading pIM?nt_ona_, 1958-
the 1980s, Madonna is known for pushing the boundaMadunna 1958-

. . . . .., Ritchie, Madonna Louise Ciccone, 1958-
popular music, as well as visual imagery in music vide_ "~ . . :
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Ritchie, Madonna, 1958-

Ri¢i, Madona Luiza Cikone, 1958-
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. Cikone, Madonna Luize, 1958-

In a single catalog and across many catalogs so
a user has to search under one and only one

name to located associated materials.
(Maxwell’s Guide to Authority Work, 2002)

International Business Machines Corporation vt rare
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International Business Machines Corporation was incorporated in New York State on June 16, 1911 under the
name Computing-Tabulating-Recording Co. In 1922, Computing-Tabulating-Recording Co. purchased all of the
shares of Deutsche Hollerith Maschinen Gesellschaft. In 1924 the official name of the company was changed to
International Business Machines Corporation. In 1933, IBM CEO Thomas Watson ordered the merger of IBM
subsidiaries in Germany (Optima, Degemag, Holgemag, Dehomag) under the name Dehomag, granting the
company rights to sell Hollerith punch-card machines throughout Europe.
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Elements of an Archival Authority Record

Ginsburg, Ruth Bader, 1933-2020 vz names
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http://n2t.net/ark:/99166/w6db86dw

Elements of an Archival Authority Record

Ginsberg’s SNAC
authority record
provides biographical
information along with
contextual links to
original archival
collections created by
her, or archival
materials about her.

It also contains
contextual links to other
related entities
described in SNAC
records.
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Comparing Archival and Library Authority Records

Both archival and library authority record have: Thorpe, Jim, 1887-1953 v rane
A preferred heading —
Variant heading(s)
Biography/history
Demographic attributes ”
Source citations ,

Role Title 4 Holding Repository
referencedin  [Player File. Thorpe, James Francis, 1913- / National Baseball Hall of (i ] \mage from Wikimedia Commons
compiled by the National Baseball Hall of Fame Fame and Museum

Library, Cooperstown, N.Y.].

But unique to archival authority records in SNAC: a-
- - referencedin  Baseball Heros : scrapbook, 1910-1916. National Baseball Hall of (i} orson
e Links to related archival resources et Dt w006
referencedin  Connolly, Lila H. Lila H. Connolly papers, 1901- U.S. Army Heritage & 0 Death 1953-03-28

e Links to internal related CPF entities —
- .y w referencedin  Ford, J. mss., 1906-1976 Lilly Library (Indiana (i} Languages Used:
e Links to external related CPF entities :

University, Bloomington)
Orpe, Jlm, 1 887'1 953 Variant names
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The Licrary of Congress > Linked Data Service > LC Name Authority File (LCNAF)
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Establishing Names




Corporate Body: A collective agent who is composed of persons who are organized for a

common purpose or activity. (RDA)
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library e sames
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. . . The Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscript Library, in New Haven, Connecticut, is Yale University’s

U n Ited States . N atlonal Pa rk Sewlce principal repository of literary archives, early manuscripts, and rare books. Designed by Gordon

Bunshaft of the architecture firm Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, the Beinecke Library opened in

October 1963. It was the gift of three Yale alumni—Edwin J. Beinecke, 1907; Frederick W.
U N |ted States . E m bassy (Ge rma ny) Beinecke, 1909S; Walter Beinecke, 1910—and their families, who intended it as “a symbol of

the loyalty and devotion of three brothers” and as “a source of learning and...an inspiration to

all who enter.”

Tmage from Wikimedia Commons
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Chemistry and Biology Research Institute (Canada)
SNAC Editing Cheat Sheet - Corporate Bodies PDF

Uintah and Ouray Indian Reservation (Utah)
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https://portal.snaccooperative.org/system/files/media/documents/Public/SNAC%20Cheat%20Sheet%204.0%20Corporate%20Bodies.pdf
https://portal.snaccooperative.org/node/589
https://snaccooperative.org/view/83838721

Corporate Body Name Components:

Boone Hall (Plantation: S.C.)

John F. Kennedy (Aircraft Carrier)
United States. National Park Service
United States. Embassy (Germany)
Baffin Island Expedition (1927)

White House Conference on Aging (1961)

Chemistry and Biology Research Institute (Canada)

Uintah and Ouray Indian Reservation (Utah)

[Name of Corporate Body] (Qualifier : Location)

[Name of Corporate Body] (Qualifier)

[Jurisdiction component]. [Name of Corporate Body]
[Jurisdiction component]. [Name of Corporate Body] (Location)
[Name of Corporate Body] (Date)

[Name of Corporate Body] (Date)

[Name of Corporate Body] (Location)

[Name of Corporate Body] (Location)

SNAC Editing Cheat Sheet - Corporate Bodies PDF / Creating, Editing ... Corporate Body Entity Descriptions
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https://portal.snaccooperative.org/system/files/media/documents/Public/SNAC%20Cheat%20Sheet%204.0%20Corporate%20Bodies.pdf
https://portal.snaccooperative.org/node/589

Describing Plantations, Estates, Farms as Corporate Bodies in SNAC

e Plantations, estates, farms, etc., with enslaved peoples are classified as corporate bodies in
SNAC

e Enslavers and Plantations could be ownerOf other enslaved peoples or families

e SNAC differs from LCNAF on this point; Plantations are geographic names in LCNAF

BOOne Ha” (Plantation : S.C.) Variant names
Hide Profile ( JlI
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Boone Hall Plantation, located in Mount Pleasant, South Carolina, is one of America's oldest
working plantations, continually producing agricultural crops for over 320 years. The land was
gifted from owner, Theophilus Patey, to his daughter Elizabeth and her new husband Major
John Boone as a wedding gift in 1681; it was then known as Boone Hall Plantation. The Boone
family owned the plantation until 1811 when it was sold to Thomas A. Vardell and then Henry
and John Horlbeck bought the property. By 1850, enslaved laborers produced 4 million bricks,
by hand, per year.

Image from Wikimedia Commons

Describing Plantations, Estates, Farms, and Comparable Entities as Corporate Bodies
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http://n2t.net/ark:/99166/w66z01jx
https://portal.snaccooperative.org/node/500

Determining Direct v. Indirect Naming for Corporate Body Entities ...

Under RDA rules, there are several criteria used to determine whether a corporate body name
needs to be established directly or subordinately. The default is to record names in direct order
unless the name itself includes a word that implies subordination, such as "department of",

“division of”, “office of”, or "committee on"; basically a name that is so general that creating it directly

would be confusing or not helpful.

Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library
not Yale University. Rare Book and Manuscript Library

National Museum of the American Indian (U.S.)
not Smithsonian Institution. National Museum of the American Indian

United States. Department of Labor
not Department of Labor Creating, Editing ... Corporate Body Entity Descriptions
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https://portal.snaccooperative.org/node/589

FINDING AID

Finding Aids to Official Records of the Smithsonian Institution Archives

Record Unit 474

Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory
Records, 1893-1899

Collection Overview

Repository:

Creator:

Title:

Dates:

Quantity:

Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory

------------

Smithsonian Institution Archives, Washington, D.C. Contact us at osiaref@si.edu.

Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory
Records . K e BEE AR R ) (R B

1893-1899

0.25 cu. ft. (1 half document box)

The Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory (SAO) is part of the Center for Astrophysics |

Harvard & Smithsonian. SAO was founded in 1890 under Smithsonian Secretary Samuel

Pierpont Langley as a research bureau of the Smithsonian Institution. It began its tenure

alongside other Smithsonian units on the Mall in Washington, D.C. with an early focus on solar

research.

‘The Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory (SAO) was established in 1890 as research unit of the

Smithsonian Institution concentrating on studies of solar radiance. Sixty-five years later, SAO
assumed responsibility for establishing an optical network for tracking the first artificial satellites.
From this pioneering effort, the size and scope of SAO grew with the international space program to
include major research in virtually all branches of astrophysics, as well as in areas of earth and

planetary sciences.
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Doing the Research / Gathering Information About the Entity

A : o et .
w Smithsonian Institution Archives

- Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory

Records, 1893-1899

WIKIPEDIA Q. Search Wikipedia Search

The Free Encyclopedia

Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory

hide Article Talk

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory (SAQ) is a research institute of

* SmlthSOnlan Visit What's On Explore Learn

Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory

—

The finding aid provides a name

Consult Wikipedia. A great source for names,
history and eventual linking.

The organization’s website provides great
information. “What does the organization call
itself?”

The Library of Congress Name Authority File

contains the SAO’s name along with several
variant names. If you find it in LoC, you are
set!

LIBRARY
OF CONGRESS

Linked Data Service > LC Name Authority File (LCNAF)

Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory

URI(s)
- http://id loc.gov/authorities/names/n82072949 ()

Variants

- SAQO (Observatory)

- S.AO. (Observatory)

- Smithsonian Institution. Astrophysical Observatory (Cambridge, Mass.)

- Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics. Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory

Social Networks &
Archival Context



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smithsonian_Astrophysical_Observatory
https://www.si.edu/about/astrophysical-observatory
https://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n82072949.html

MANUSCRIPT/ ARCHIVE

1994-2009, undated

RecorDIM project records, 1994-2009, undated
Getty Conservation Institute. Field Projects Division.

RecorDIM project records
1994-2009, undated
IA10016

Getty Conservation Institute. Field Projects Division
5.58 Linear Feet (10 boxes, including 7 audiocassettes)
19.4 GB (21,614 files)

Records comprise reports, meeting materials and handouts, correspondence and
memoranda, budgets, contracts, publication development and design material,
images, audiocassettes, and ARIS workshop materials, dating 1994-2009 and
undated, created and maintained by the Field Projects Division of the Getty
Conservation Institute. The materials concern the development, operation, and
results of Field Projects' Recording, Documentation, and Information Management
(RecorDIM) Initiative. Some of the planning, publication, and ARIS workshop
materials are in digital form, consisting of text, database, PowerPoint, image,
website, and CAD files. The majority of the records were authored by project director
and Field Projects Head, Francois LeBlanc, and by consultant Robin Letellier. Some of
the files were also maintained by Christopher Gray, a senior project specialist in Field
Projects, and Rand Eppich, project specialist and manager of the Institute's Digital
Lab.
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Getty Conservation Institute. Field Projects Division

*A review of the finding aid and further catalog searching
reveal no variant forms of the name.




Ride, Sally, 1951-2012 v ranes

Person: An agent who is an individual human being who lives
or is assumed to have lived. (RDA) Chisholm, Shirley, 1924-2605 v....c...
= Detailed View ' Revision History B Sources & Export = Hide Prof

[
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Anna (Enslaved person : Hemingway, S.C.)

Shirley Anita St. Hill Chisholm (1924-2005) activist, educator, politician and author was born in

Brooklvn. New York. the oldest of four airls. She lived in the Bedford-Stuyvesant section of
Moby, 1965- vu rune: Vo Gy a0

& from Barbados). Between

= Detailed View "D Revision History B Sources & Export ~ Hide Progr, Emaline Seale, in Christ
. \er BA. in sociology at Brooklyn
Yellowtail, Robert, 1889-1988
) ) 2

Columbia University (1952).
Biography Resources Relationships Places Subjects Occupations

professor Louis Warsoff,

Activities

Richard Melville Hall (born September 11, 1965, New York City), known professionally as
Moby, is an American musician, songwriter, singer, producer, and animal rights activist. He has

N . sold 20 million records worldwide. AllMusic considers him to be "among the most important
‘ h I S h O I m S h I rI e 1 9 !4 : 20 0 5 dance music figures of the early 1990s, helping bring dance music to a mainstream audience
Il b

both in the United States and the United Kingdom"..

Yellowtail, Robert, 1889-1988 uunnanes

Detailed View ‘D Revision History & Sources & Export ~ Hide Profil

Stanton, Elizabeth Cady, 1815-1902
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Robert Yellowtail was a leader of the Crow Nation. Separated from his mother at the age of 4
years old, Yellowtail was culturally assimilated into a reservation boarding school. When he

" i i g Biography Resources Relationships Places Subjects Occupations
was 13 years old, he went to the Sherman Institute, in Riverside, California, graduating in

1907. He then attended the Extension Law School in Los Angeles, transferring to the o

University of Chicago Law School, where he gained his Juris Doctor degree. Yellowtail's first Activities

official position, in 1912, was as a district representative on a tribal business committee where
Ke n n e d y RO b e I | F 1 9 2 5 - 1 9 6 8 he negotiated grazing leases and gave the tribe a voice during land disputes. Initially,
I "9

Yellowtail was in this committee to fight disputes related to Crow land, but caught the

Kermit the Frog is a Muppet character and Jim Henson's most well-known creation, introduced
in 1955. Kermit is best known for his work with the Muppets, especially Sesame Street and
The Muppet Show.

Wl wikidata

Kennedy, John F. (John Fitzgerald), 1917-1963

Moby, 1965-

SNAC Editing Cheat Sheet - Persons PDF
Preference for Fullest Forms of Names in SNAC
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https://portal.snaccooperative.org/system/files/media/documents/Public/SNAC%20Cheat%20Sheet%204.0%20Persons.pdf
https://portal.snaccooperative.org/node/523

Trans and Gender Diverse Naming

For trans and gender diverse people SNAC follows the guidance of the Trans Metadata Collective’s Metadata Best Practices for Trans and Gender
Diverse Resources.

Of note:

From Section 2:
e Use culturally and contextually appropriate labels for trans and gender diverse communities and subjects
e Correctly name and identify trans individuals
e Be explicit about transphobia in collections, items, and metadata

From Section 3.2.4:

e Respect the wishes of the author regarding the use of their former name(s) in Name Authority Records (NARs). A request from an author to
change their NAR is sufficient. Reach out to the author where possible if you are aware that they have changed their name.
e If you do not know the author’s wishes, follow these principles:

o Someone’s full body of work should be accessible using their current name.

o Former names that they have previously published under should be used as little as possible and kept private.
o Former names that the author has not published under should not be included

A person’s current name will be the authorized form; any former names will be, if appropriate, alternative forms
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https://zenodo.org/record/6686841
https://zenodo.org/record/6686841

Fannie Lou Hamer papers, 1966-1978: | Amistad Research Center

& Printer-friendly | & Email Us

Title: Fannie Lou Hamer papers, 1966-1978"3

Extent: 16.0 Linear Feet Scope and Contents:

Arrangement : K
The Papers of Fannie Lou Hamer measure

Creators approximately 16 linear feet and consist of 3,293
pieces of correspondence dated between 1966 and
1978. The correspondence represented includes not
Forms of Material (links to similar genres) only that of Fannie Lou Hamer, but also that of a
number of organizations to which she was in some
way connected and of her business manager, Joseph
Administrative, Information Harris. Much of Hamer's business correspondence is
included in the Harris correspondence. He was almost
entirely responsible for the business aspects of
Hamer's career, and in some cases he also
represented her interests in organizations to which
she belonged.

Hamer, Fannie Lou (1917-1977) | Amistad Research Center

NOBODY'S FREE UNTIL
EVERYBODY'S FREE.

--FANNIE LOU HAMER

Subjec

(links to similar collections)

Languages &f Materials

Name: Hamer, Fannie Lou (1917-1977) Hamer, Fannie Lou, 1917-1977

Variant Name: Townsend, Fannie Lou

Variant. Townsend, Fannie Lou, 1917-1977

Historical Note:

Fannie Lou Hamer was a civil rights activist at the height of the Civil Rights Movement in
Mississippi. She was a member of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, as well as other
organizations that sought to assist the lives of African Americans.

Born on October 6, 1917 in Montgomery County, Mississippi, Hamer was the youngest of twenty Preference for Fuller Forms of Names in SNAC

children born to Jim and Ella Townsend. The family worked as sharecroppers moving to Sunflower

County, Mississippi, in 1919. At the age of nine, Hamer joined the family picking cotton, but was SNAC Edltlnq Cheat Sheet _ PerSOHS

able to start her education in a plantation school at that time.
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https://portal.snaccooperative.org/node/523
https://portal.snaccooperative.org/system/files/media/documents/Public/SNAC%20Cheat%20Sheet%204.0%20Persons.pdf

Doing the Research / Gathering Information About the
Entity

Fannie Lou Hamer

The finding aid to Fannie Lou Hamer's personal
papers provides a great deal of information

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

about her life (see previous slide)

Fannie Lou Hamer (/heimar/; née Townsend; October 6, 1917 — March 14, 1977) was an
American voting and women's rights activist, community organizer, and a leader in the civil rights
movement. She was the co-founder and vice-chair of the Freedom Democratic Party, which she
represented at the 1964 Democratic National Convention. Hamer also organized Mississippi's
Freedom Summer along with the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). She was
also a co-founder of the National Women's Political Caucus, an organization created to recruit,
train, and support women of all races who wish to seek election to government office.["]

y declined nine years later.
wumB" S Museum resilience in leading the civil
threatened, harassed, shot

trying to register for and
1ds of African-Americans in
enfranchised people in her

Fannie Lou Hamer

Fannie Lou Hamer

(1917-1977)

Edited by Debra Michals, Ph.D. | 2017

i ’ 2
Hamer in 1971

Fannie Lou Townsend Hamer rose from humble le. she unsuceesstully ran Born ;a;rtm;e Lzu11;m;nsend
beginnings in the Mississippi Delta to become ooon

4 g . pp : 1.1n 1970, she led legal Montgomery. County,
one of the most important, passionate, and sontinued illegal segregation. Mississippi, U.S.
powerful voices of the civil and voting rights ppi. Her memorial service was | Died

March 14, 1977 (aged 59)
Mound Bayou, Mississippi, U.S.

movements and a leader in the efforts for
greater economic opportunities for African
Americans.

totha Linitad Alati And

Hamer was born on October 6, 1917 in
Montgomery County, Mississippi, the 20t and
last child of sharecroppers Lou Ella and James
Townsend. She grew up in poverty, and at age
six Hamer joined her family picking cotton. By age 12, she left school to work. In
1944, she married Perry Hamer and the couple toiled on the Mississippi plantation

Hamer, Fannie Lou, 1917-1977
Variant: Townsend, Fannie Lou, 1917-1977
Variant. Hamer, Fanny Lou, 1917-1977

SH

Social Networks &

Archival Context

Checking Wikipedia and Wikidata is a good
starting point for general web sources

There are several websites with biographical
information about Hamer.

4. The Library of Congress Name Authority File

has an authority record for Hamer.

OF CONGRESS

inked Data Service > LC Name Authority File

Hamer, Fannie Lou Variants

- Townsend, Fannie Lou
- Hamer, Fanny Lou



https://amistad-finding-aids.tulane.edu/repositories/2/resources/53
https://amistad-finding-aids.tulane.edu/repositories/2/resources/53
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fannie_Lou_Hamer
https://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/no2004019836.html

%*
Family: A collective agent who is composed of persons who are related by birth as a family (RDA).

|
V.

Truman (Family : Independence, Mo.)
Bacon (Family : Boston, Mass.)
Vanderbilt (Family : New York, N.Y.)
Bush (Family : Houston, Tex.)
Talmage (Family : McRae, Ga.)
Eastman (Family : Rochester, N.Y.)

Pinckney (Family : Colleton District, S.C.)

McCallum (Family : McCallum, Malcolm, active 1853-1864)

SNAC Editing Cheat Sheet - Families PDF

» o

- Social Networks &
o P o

- Archival Context



https://portal.snaccooperative.org/system/files/media/documents/Public/SNAC%20Cheat%20Sheet%204.0%20Families.pdf

Doing the Research / Gathering Information about the 1. The finding aid to the Eastman Family Papers

Entity provides information for the name, geographic
location and names of family members.

2. Alvah Eastman and his son Harold A. Eastman
appear to have memorials in Findagrave.com

.
|
. A 3. The Library of Congress Name File has nothing for
: ’k the Eastman family, nor its individual members.
s . ___But that’s ok.
o
\.
-

(V b
v

Harold A. Eastman

BIRTH 1909

Eastman (Family : Barre, Vt.) DEATH  2Nov1s(aged 66-69

BURIAL Hope Cemetery
Barre, Washington County, Vermont, USA Q sShow Map

o Social Networks &
v Archival Context



https://vermonthistory.org/documents/findaid/EastmanFamily.pdf
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/200914256/alvah-w-eastman

